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Organised and resourced sexual assault prevention efforts are no longer “too 
abstract and futuristic to serve as a practical basis for public policy” (McCall, 1993, 
p292).. While for some years there have been isolated activities for preventing 
sexual assault or sexual violence, in 2004 the National Framework for Sexual 
Assault Prevention was published by the Australian Office of the Status of Women. 
In the same year, the Violence Abuse and Neglect Prevention team of NSCCH, 
developed a local Sexual Assault Prevention Strategic Plan.  
 
One model of sexual assault prevention uses public health strategies and social 
marketing campaigns to reinforce the illegality of abusive behaviours. Carmody 
warns, though, that “[w]hile current prevention strategies continue to focus solely 
on attempting to control or regulate unethical desire, acts and pleasure, they will 
fail to achieve non-violent communities” (Carmody, 2003, p213). The model of 
sexual assault prevention proposed by the Sexual Assault Prevention Strategic 
Plan includes the promotion of sexual health and ethical behaviours in 
relationships. 
 
This paper examines possible subject positions offered in differing violence 
prevention models. It considers the nature of relationship with oneself and with 
others that they suggest, and possible consequences of taking these up. The 
paper is one component of a small study designed to examine young men’s 
experience of two different sexual assault prevention messages through public 
poster campaigns. The study will contrast the effectiveness of these campaigns for 
engaging young men in being responsible for their behaviours in relationships. 
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Introduction 
 
 
In 2003 the World Health Organisation released a Report on Violence, outlining the 
significant impacts that interpersonal violence has on individuals, communities, societies 
and global experiences. In 2004 a follow up report outlining the keys to the prevention of 
violence was released. 2004 marked a turning point in the recognition of the potent and 
important aspects of the prevention of violence. Research has culminated in a greater 
understanding of the need for policies addressing interpersonal violence and institutional 
responses to individuals, families and communities. We are now able to draw on evidence 
and program evaluations for better outcomes, and prevention is recognised as an integral 
component of reducing the personal, societal and global costs of interpersonal violence. 
 
Simultaneously, in 2003/04 NSCCH Violence, Abuse & Neglect (VAN) Service diverted 
position funds for a project worker to investigate, consult, and compile a local sexual 
assault prevention strategic plan. VAN Services play an organising role in the local area 
health service in responding to and advocating for individuals, families and communities 
affected by domestic violence, child abuse & neglect and sexual assault. Prior to 2004, 
VAN services worked directly with NSW Health policy directives on domestic violence and 
child abuse prevention strategies. However there had been no organisational directives 
regarding sexual assault. With global attention mounting on the role of preventing violence, 
research was also highlighting the significant links between the different forms of 
interpersonal violence. VAN Services recognised the need to begin to rethink VAN’s 
response to domestic violence and child protection in isolation of sexual assault.  
 
NSCCH has now begun to implement the Sexual Assault Prevention (SAP) strategy – a 
primary prevention strategy designed to reduce incidents of sexual assault. This strategy is 
significantly directed towards community capacity building and public health, and aims to 
promote sexual health and ethical behaviours in relationships.  
 
This strategy, in its very early stages of implementation, is built upon prevention work done 
locally, in other regions of Australia, and overseas. It both utilises and questions this work 
in a hope to further the effectiveness of sexual assault prevention. The strategy, as with all 
work by VAN Prevention Team, includes questioning the ways in which power is mobilised 
within the relationships inherent in social change processes.   
 
Essentially, we are interested in the question “what forms of power are being mobilised in 
the process of addressing misuse of power in relationships?” Thus, we are looking at the 
subject positions evoked by two sexual assault prevention posters, and the forms of self-
government that they generate. Secondly, we are interested in the ways that these relate 
to the underpinning conceptions of the strategy – ethical behaviours in relationships, and 
sexual health. Understandings generated in this process support self-reflective/recursive 
examination of the powers that the SAP strategy uses in its relationships with the people 
whose behaviours are being addressed. In this way, the SAP strategy aims to create 
internal consistency – that it practices what it preaches. In order to move these analyses 
into the realm of application, the next phase of this research is to understand young 
people’s experiences of the two poster campaigns considered in this paper. 
 
 but first, a diversion. 
 
If the gentle roundness of our arms 
Around the napes of each other’s necks 
Quietly adorns our two naked bodies, 
 3
Beating in the dark of night, 
Like garlands of benediction 
On a long journey –  
We can start walking 
To where the earth becomes round. 
    (Asada, 1995, p36) 
 
We include this part of a poem to remind our selves that as much as we are working for 
the absence of violence and abuse, we are addressing the issue of sexual relationships, 
and working for the greater presence of respectful and ethical relationships. This is but one 
tiny picture of relationship in all their diversity but it evokes an image of tenderness, care 
and endurance. We need to nurture a vision of preferred relationships to sustain us in 
addressing the wrench of sexual assault. 
 
Sexual Assault 
  
 
Sexual assault is unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature directed towards a person: 
• which makes that person feel uncomfortable, distressed, frightened or threatened, 
or which results in harm or injury to that person to which that person has not freely 
agreed or given consent, or to which that person is not capable of giving consent 
• in which another person uses physical, emotional, psychological or verbal force or 
(other) coercive behaviour against that person. 
 
Sexual assault may be located on a continuum of behaviours from sexual 
harassment to life-threatening rape. These behaviours may include lewdness, 
stalking, indecent assault, date rape, drug-assisted sexual assault, child sexual 
abuse, incest, exposure of a person to pornography, use of a person in 
pornography, and threats or attempts to sexually assault.  
(ABS, 2004b, p8) 
 
Sexual assault occurs primarily in existing relationships. It can have enormous mental and 
physical health impacts on individuals and their relationships. It might be thought of as a 
misuse of power in interpersonal relationships with the sexual self and the sexual body as 
either the target or tool of the abusive behaviours. It arises within, and has impacts on, the 
personal and social ecology1.  
 
In the overwhelming majority of cases, sexual assault is perpetrated by adult and 
adolescent men (ABS, 2004b; Lievore, 2003; Fitzroy, 1999; NASASV, 2000) with the rates 
reported by these authors varying from 83% to 99%. Sexual assault is perpetrated against 
women, children and young people, and other men (ABS 2004a; Cook, David & Grant, 
2001; NASAV, 2000) by one or multiple offenders (ABS 2004a, NASAV, 2000).  
 
To a much, much, lesser degree (as it is currently understood) sexual assault is also 
perpetrated by adult and young women (Robson, 1996; Blues, Moffat & Telford, 1999; 
Vick, McRoy & Mathews 2002), against male and female children and young people 
(Fitzroy, 1999; King & Woollert, 1997); within female same sex relationships (Vickers, 
1996; Michigan Coalition Against Sexual Assault, 2002); and very occasionally against 
                                                 
1 In this context “ecology” refers to the “myriad interactions” (Clark, 1989, p67), creating complex 
interrelationships, between elements in a particular ‘area of study’. Originally used in relation to the 
non-human (“natural”) environment, ecological approaches have also been extended to individuals, 
families and society (see, for example Clark,1990).   
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adult men (Lipscombe, Muram, Speck & Mercer, 1992; King & Woollett, 1997). A rate of 
4% was identified by the National Association of Services Against Sexual Violence 
(NASAV) (2000). 
 
It is believed that men who perpetrate sexual assault hold strongly to social attitudes 
supporting male entitlement (Jenkins, 1990) and sexual conquest (WHO, 2002) as well as 
impersonal approaches to sex and relationships (WHO, 2004a). These are contained in 
violence-supportive models of masculinity (Flood, 1999).  
 
A holistic, or ecological, view of sexual assault sees it as a complex and dynamic 
(continually changing) phenomenon that includes  
 all of the violent and abusive incidents,  
 the social and personal conditions that support their occurrence,  
 the personal and relational effects of these incidents,  
 and the range of factors that impede personal, community and systemic responses.  
All of these factors are important points for prevention to address. To do this, prevention 
must acknowledge the violence, work within an understanding of context, consider the 
personal and relational aspects, and name the things that impact on successful prevention 
(or restrain success). To achieve this, individual activities of the strategy must be 
consistent with the broader aims – the parts must reflect the whole. 
 
Prevention 
 
 
McCall (1993) writes, “[i]n the health field, prevention refers to activities that reduce the 
incidence, prevalence, and/or extent of a disorder within some population” (p283). The 
VAN Service sexual assault prevention (SAP) strategic plan has drawn on the inspiration 
of the concept of prevention aiming at the absence of bad things and the presence of 
positive options. The SAP strategic plan rests on an underlying principle of replacing 
assumptions of power and control in relationships with the value of respect and equity. 
VAN Services are seeking to uphold the aim of sexual health as way of considering 
relationships as opposed to the negative reference to abuse of power in relationships. For 
this concept of prevention to be brought into practice, clarifying questions are being 
considered.  
 
 How can we communicate healthy relationships? 
 How effective will posters be in engaging people who have the capacity to change the 
incidence of sexual assault? 
 What do men/women think when they are exposed to messages about sexual assault, 
health relationships and legal ramifications of abuse? 
 
These questions are taking us on a journey that considers prevention as imminently 
important, and is forcing us to consider issues that, simultaneously, have been 
recommended through the WHO report, National Framework and other significant works in 
the past 2 years. 
 
“The idea of prevention is based on the recognition that undesirable outcomes are not 
randomly distributed, but follow patterns that can be discerned, with causes that can be 
defined” (Neame, 2003, p10). Preventing Violence (WHO, 2004) calls for coordinated 
national approaches to addressing interpersonal violence (of which sexual assault  and 
promotes primary prevention as one key strategy to achieve this aim. 
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The WHO report and the National Framework advocate a public health approach to 
prevention. “Public health focuses on the health of communities and populations as a 
whole” (AIC, 2003a). It “aims to provide the maximum benefit for the largest number of 
people” (WHO, 2004b. P5). Specifically, the National Framework (OSW, 2004) identifies 
that “there is a high level of support for utilising a public health approach as a key element 
of a multi-disciplinary response to sexual assault prevention” (p8).  
 
Following the national framework’s call for increased research and out-come focused 
program evaluations, VAN Service’s current research seeks to review the impact of a 
public health approach to prevention, namely, the use of posters to convey messages to a 
broad range of community members. In this review, we reflect on two previous poster 
campaigns that appear to have developed with different underlying principles of marketing. 
We review a campaign that holds a crime prevention approach, and a second campaign 
that draws on individual perceptions of relationships and outcomes. 
 
We consider the aspects of a public health model that contrast with crime prevention 
models. While a public health approach seeks to address underlying societal, community 
and relationship factors that exert a long-term influence on the likelihood of individuals 
behaving violently, crime prevention-oriented campaigns seek to change behaviours 
through messages that emphasise the criminal/socially unacceptable nature of sexual 
assault as well as fear of the consequences – legal repercussions. At the same time they 
might encourage victims of sexual assault to come forward and report their experiences, 
so that the criminal justice system can respond.  
 
Within a crime prevention context, Lievore (2003) calls for comprehensive community 
education strategies that inform about the social and criminal definitions of sexual assault; 
frame sexual assault as a community (rather than women’s) issue; target the 
assailant’s/assailants’ actions rather than the victims’ behaviours; raise awareness about 
the multiple strategies of violence and coercion (address the belief that physical violence is 
the only form of coercion); and address the long and short-term consequences of sexual 
assault.  
 
According to Lievore, system actions should include addressing shame, stigma, victim-
blaming and disbelief regarding sexual violence; establishment of trust between victims 
and people/agencies to whom they might disclose; delivery of services that meet the 
needs of diverse communities; and utilise a diversity of information dissemination 
strategies, and knowledge development approaches. In addition, there should be 
exploration of community justice approaches to fit better with communities’ interests 
(Lievore, 2003). Lievore’s approach promotes public promotion activities and system 
change. These qualities make it more in line with the WHO (2004) approaches to 
prevention, than those that focus strictly on policing. 
 
The effectiveness of crime prevention approaches has been questioned, though. “The 
ability of laws and education to impact on regulating people’s sexual behaviour is 
contested, however. While many individuals support and follow consent prohibitions, the 
high incidence of exploitative sexual encounters in most communities suggests that the 
threat of coercive power over the individual is not enough” (Carmody, 2003, p208). The 
WHO (2004) reports literature which is “cautious about the extent to which increasing 
expenditures on policing and corrections will reduce rates of crime and victimisation, 
particularly because of the costs involved to achieve minimal returns” (p6). It considers 
that crime prevention is a necessary component of prevention activities, whilst calling for 
caution in determining how this is undertaken and prioritised.  
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Sexual Health and Ethical Relationships  
 
 
The conception of sexual assault (as with any definition) not only outlines the thing that is 
not wanted, but implies that which is wanted. This has been described as the “absent but 
implicit” (White, 2000, p37), or “reverse discourse” (Bird, 2000, p82, after Weedon, 1987) – 
“other subject positions [which] are implied in the organisation of any discourse” (Bird, 
2000, p82). In the same way, ‘prevention’, in its process of working towards the absence of 
something (in this case sexual assault), also implies a presence. Often, this presence is 
ignored completely, and in other cases it is only called “healthy relationships”. This, 
though, is a very vague suggestion, and completely avoids talking about the issues of 
power, abuse and sex.  
 
Carmody warns that “[w]hile current prevention strategies continue to focus solely on 
attempting to control or regulate unethical desire, acts and pleasure, they will fail to 
achieve non-violent communities” (Carmody, 2003, p213). Carmody, has argued that “[t]he 
failure to achieve non-violent communities through repressive power (via the state), the 
panoptic gaze or technologies of governmentality suggests that alternative ways of 
thinking are urgently required” (Carmody, 2003, p211).  
 
Carmody proposes “sexual ethics” as this alternative (Carmody, 2003), which is based on 
Foucault’s ideas of care of the self, and care for others (Foucault, 1997), which requires a 
self-concerned and self-reflective subject (Foucault, 1997) who has “a general knowledge 
of the Good as it relates to one’s own place in the world, in the midst of beings as a whole” 
(McNeill, 1998). McNeill states, “[o]ne can not act well without knowing beforehand 
something about the beings one is relating to” (1998). This can be seen as an ecological 
(holistic) understanding – recognising the interconnections between people and the 
surrounding world. This creates an imperative of thinking about the effects of one’s 
behaviours, on one oneself and on others, before acting. 
 
This SAP Strategy takes the articulation and promotion of these alternatives as one of its 
central tasks. Firstly, with the SAP Strategy seeing that sexual assault can not be isolated 
from other violences and behaviours in relationships, it advocates ‘ethical behaviours in all 
relationships’ (be they “intimate” or not). Secondly, the Strategy proposes that a model of 
“sexual health” be adopted as the preferred alternative to sexual behaviours which are 
abusive.  
 
Prevention, through a public health framework and health promotion strategies, has a role 
to play in enabling people to engage more fully with their ethics – the decisions they make 
regarding their behaviours towards themselves and others. This is distinct from crime 
prevention, or other approaches that refer to rules/laws and evoke external authority to 
regulate behaviour. “Ethical existence is therefore never simply the application of laws, 
rules, or techniques one has learned to a particular situation” (McNeill, 1998). 
 
While ethical behaviours in relationships are one alternative to abusive behaviours, the 
alternatives must also involve consideration of preferred sexual practices. This SAP 
Strategy adopts a conception of sexual health as a starting point for community articulation 
of sexual expression which is alternative to sexual assault. 
 
Carmody writes, “ethical sexual behaviour becomes possible when we pay attention to …. 
the interrelationships between desire, acts and pleasure” (Carmody, 2003, p211). Sexual 
health involves all three of these elements. “It is defined by positive as well as negative 
outcomes, which include the ability to experience sexual pleasure, engage in equitable 
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and mutually satisfying sexual relations, [and] make informed choices about one’s sexual 
behaviour” (Kalmuss, 2004, p198). Sexual health includes the condition that the 
behaviours are non-exploitative and non-violent – that they consider the sexual partner as 
well as oneself (Kalmuss, 2004, p204).  
 
The SAP strategy is attempting to address an issue which is pervasive in its scope and 
effects. It requires a prevention framework which can address the issue from the local and 
individual, to the broadly based and cultural. Flood writes, “[t]o stop sexual assault, we 
must undermine the cultural and collective supports for physical and sexual assault found 
among many men. And we must foster norms of consent, sexual respect, and gender 
equality. Changes at the levels of social structures, institutions and cultural processes are 
necessary, and only they will constitute a substantial prevention strategy” (Flood, 2004, 
p2).  
 
Subject positions 
 
 
If, as stated earlier, the public health approach “addresses the underlying societal, 
community and relationship factors that exert a long-term influence on the likelihood of 
individuals behaving violently towards other individuals” then it is important to examine the 
societies, communities and relationships that our public health is shaping. One way to do 
this is to consider what types of personhood (subject positions) our communication is 
offering and suggesting, and the types of self-government it is promoting. This questions 
the “technologies of the self” [“the ways in which we understand, develop and govern our 
thoughts and conduct” (Winch, 2005, p178)] that we are employing in an attempt to 
change behaviour.  
 
With these considerations in mind we will turn our attention to two campaigns that 
attempted to address men’s behaviours towards women in their sexual/intimate 
relationships. These posters can be read for both the implied relationship with the self and 
other, as well as the authorities that they use to frame the message, and to propel and 
imbed the message.  
 
Posters 
 
 
The first campaign is the Violence Against Women: Its Against All the Rules public health 
campaign of the NSW Strategy to Reduce Violence Against Women. This campaign “was 
designed to build community capacity to confront the issue of violence against women by 
involving high profile sportsmen in delivering the message to young men that such 
behaviour is unacceptable” (Hubert, 2002, p4). Its target group was men aged 21 to 29 
years. Its aims included cultural change through increasing the target group’s 
understanding of violence against women, stimulating their discussion of these 
behaviours, increasing the unacceptability of them, and broadening men’s understanding 
of the ramifications of violence against women.  
 
This campaign included public health messages carried on public busses using prominent 
sportsmen and specific slogans/messages attached to each. These sportsmen and 
messages were: 
 
Michael Slater   Sledging a woman? That’s verbal abuse! 
 (Cricket) 
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Mark Bosnich    Marking a woman, watch her every move? 
(Soccer)     That’s stalking! 
  
Dale Lewis    Striking a woman? That’s assault! 
 (Aussie Rules, AFL) 
 
Laurie Daly    Force a woman into touch? That’s sexual assault! 
 (Rugby League, NRL) 
 
An example of one of the posters is below.  
 
 
 
On the surface there is the message – “Striking a woman? That’s assault”. Attached is the 
message “Violence Against Women – it’s against all the rules”. Its referent is to the coded 
language of Aussie Rules and crosses the on-field/off-field boundaries very cleverly. The 
message is short and direct. The tone is serious. These messages aim to speak to men 
directly, in a cleverly used vernacular, reinforced by a respected “hero” figure, and 
underwritten by the State. They provide a boundary for relationship behaviour. They 
identify what’s in and what’s out.  
 
This campaign evaluation identified that a large number of men saw the posters, could 
recall the sportsmen and the message, and understood the content and the intent 
reasonably well. The evaluation included the finding that  
while men may not openly canvass the issue in general conversation, they are 
open to accepting constructive public health messages about the issue of violence 
against women. p54 
 
This campaign did an important job in bringing to public awareness the issue of violence 
against women. It was effective in conveying the message that women have campaigned 
for for a very long time – that violence against women is socially and legally unacceptable.  
 
What, though, were the authorities to which the posters referred to authenticate and/or add 
weight to their message? First, there is the place within Australian male culture of the 
sportsman, or, for some, the sporting hero. This contains both success in the public arena, 
as well as possible hyper-masculinity. This is often associated with a high degree of giving 
and taking physical punishment in the name of sport. This is possibly ultra-toughness to be 
both revered and feared.  
 
Interestingly, respondents to the evaluation identified that they would appreciate the 
message to be conveyed by “ordinary blokes”.  
 
Men’s suggestions for alternative campaign spokesmen converged on the rejection 
of conventional authority figures in favour of men with the same wide appeal of the 
sportsmen, and, importantly, the same ‘common touch’. The authority and 
credibility of the message rested clearly on men’s ability to identify with the 
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message giver, preferably someone who could be regarded as an ‘ordinary bloke’, 
or ‘one of us’.  p60 
 
The second reference point for authority in the messages is that of rules and laws. The 
campaign here too cleverly straddled the on-field/off-field divide. Again, with the reference 
to sport and its place in Australian male culture, there is knowledge of the place of the 
rules as well as the consequence of breaking them – giving away a penalty, being sent off, 
or being fined and suspended.  
 
Rules, though, provide a reference to external adjudication of actions. There are the 
referees or umpires overseeing the play of the game and stepping-in to enforce the rules. 
The reference to rules might promote the viewing of one’s behaviour as continually 
scruitinised from outside, and inviting certain responses to resist that law. One study which 
looked at people’s positionings regarding the law found that people’s views of law, which 
influenced their actions in relation to the law, included stories of being “a supplicant before 
the law, as a participant playing with the law, or as a resister experiencing oneself as up 
against the law” (Silbey & Ewick, 2000).  
 
 
If this is the case, it would seem to contradict the encouragement of the ethical (self-
caring) subject. The relation to the self, and the relationship to the person with whom we 
are relating is not foregrounded. Something that might highlight this issue is men’s 
identification of the consequences of violence against women, as taken from the 
evaluation of the VAW campaign.  
 
71.21% of the pool of men in the community who had experienced the campaign in 
some way could name at least five potential consequences of acts of violence 
against women. These most commonly identified consequences were: 
 
 break-up of the relationship 
 emotional damage to children  
 legal consequences for the man (AVOs, restraining orders, divorce, 
criminal record)  
 psychological and emotional damage to women   
 financial hardship for everyone  
p46 
 
In this the first and third concerns are for the man himself about his own personal losses 
and social/legal consequences. Fourth comes consideration of the impact on the 
woman/partner. 
 
The second poster to be examined here was developed in Adelaide by Yarrow Place Rape 
and Sexual Assault Service. The goals of their project included an increase in the 
understanding, identification, and responding to rape and sexual assault, as well as 
increased informal and formal reporting of rape and sexual assault by the target group. 
The target group for this poster was 16 to 25 year old “inner city street present young 
people”. The development process included workshops by street present young men who 
designed a poster (their chosen vehicle for the messages that they developed) with 
prevention messages which they believed would be helpful in preventing rape and sexual 
assault in their context.  
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The key message of this poster is “how much do you love her if you can’t take no for an 
answer?” Secondary messages are “don’t spike to score”, and “sex is best when you both 
say yes”. The poster is underwritten with the name and contact details of Yarrow Place 
Rape and Sexual Assault Service. The hand-drawn picture, which occupies most of the 
poster space, presents two young people, looking eye to eye, flirting perhaps. 
 
At another end of a continuum, this campaign does not imply a crime prevention message, 
but rather foregrounds behaviours in sexual relationships. It too uses “in” language (i.e. 
“don’t spike to score”) and imagery relevant to the target group. The challenge of the first 
question is peer-based. It indicates and promotes negotiation in sexual relationships. It 
challenges the reader regarding their position in relation to themself and the other. The 
poster indicates which behaviours are “in” with the target population (acceptable/endorsed) 
and which are “out” (unacceptable/not endorsed). 
 
Rather than implying ‘illegality’, the posters’ messages draw on a sense of ‘morality’. It 
posses the question to the reader “What do you want?” and implies that the ‘judge’ in this 
case is ‘you’, the self, and your friends. The implied relationship with the self is as a 
subject who can make a self-review of their actions in relationship. It implies, through the 
use of an image of attractive, sexual, desirable, young people that the subject would like to 
be or consider themself to be thus. That they have a certain dignity, self-concern, inherent 
strength.  
 
The poster’s authority is that of being seen as attractive, and being in or out of the peer 
group. It acknowledges the place of sex in male culture. A further strength of this 
campaign is its capacity to provide young people with a framework for ‘negotiation’ in their 
relationships.  
 
Negotiation is a specific element of sexual health and this campaign has recognised the 
importance of introducing this new idea to the audience. Flood (2004) writes “It is vital that 
we teach young men why consent is important and how to negotiate consent” (Flood, 
2002-03, p29). Rawsthorne, too, writes “so many young people fail to negotiate the complex 
meanings surrounding sexuality safely. They are faced with a myriad of meanings that they 
simply do not currently have the skills to ‘peel back” (Rawsthorne, 2002).  
 
Negotiation within a sexual health framework might sound something like “I found a 
partner ... with whom I made a mutual covenant that neither of us would ever engage in 
any sexual act that we did not desire to participate in” (hooks, 1994, p112). This requires 
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also that neither partner ever insists or forces a non-desired sexual act. It requires self-
knowledge, self-respect and respect for the other person. These requirements, in turn, link 
directly with necessary components of ethical behaviour considered in the poster. 
 
The danger of this model is potential for irrelevance for those young people who 
experience themselves as “out” of the peer group. It may not be effective at engaging 
some individuals or groups who do not have a capacity to ‘negotiate’ or do not see 
themselves in a position relevant to these messages.   
 
Discussion 
 
 
The posters considered here possibly represent two sides of a spectrum of ideas and 
messages that need to be made socially available for the prevention of sexual assault. The 
different aspects of these two campaigns which indicate a spectrum of ideas include: 
illegality vs morality, externally referenced to internally reference, universally targeted vs 
specifically targeted. We could consider ‘at what point on the continuum are the messages 
most effective?’ or ‘what aspects along the continuum contribute to effective messages?’ 
or ‘what combinations of approaches and messages are required to engage the widest 
audience?’ 
 
The Violent Brittain Report (2005) identifies that actual or threatened penalties through the 
criminal justice system are currently the primary approach to reducing people’s use of 
violence. It also identifies that the health system provides a high level of service to treating 
the effects of violence rather than preventing it. It, along with the WHO (2004) and the 
OSW (2004), recommends that criminal justice approaches are complimented by a public 
health approach to violence prevention. This is seen as addressing the multi-dimensional 
nature of violence – that it is not just bad behaviour, but there are individual, relationship, 
community and social factors behind the occurrence of violence.  
 
The degree to which the public health model considers its own uses of power is unclear, 
though. On one hand, the public health model promotes gender equality, and government 
responsibility for addressing poverty and disadvantage, as part of addressing susceptibility 
to using or experiencing violence. At the same time, this model is based on gathering and 
understanding “intelligence” regarding the individual, contextual and situational factors that 
make individuals prone to using and experiencing violence. The World Report on Violence 
and Health (WHO 2002) identified that these people are those most disadvantaged by 
poverty and marginalisation, and earlier experiences of violence (WHO 2002). In this way, 
the public health model might include an invitation to further scrutinise and evaluate the 
most vulnerable people in society.  
 
Conclusion 
 
 
“The care of the self always aims for the well-being of others; it aims to manage the 
space of power that exists in all relationships, but to manage it in a non-
authoritarian manner” (interviewer of Foucault, 1994, p287). 
 
As we engage with people and attempt to challenge their abusive uses of their powers in 
relationships we must consider where are we standing in the messages that we put 
forward, and what powers we are evoking in our attempt to promote social change. And 
from there, consider where we are asking the people that we think we are addressing, to 
stand. This recursive process of reviewing the strategies of social change through the 
 12
same lens as we view the misuse of power in relationships is one critical element of an 
ecological model. It leads us to asking ‘what forms of power are being mobilised in our 
processes of addressing the misuse of power?’ While we have not fully grasped the 
meaning of this question for us yet, the research we have embarked on will assist us to 
continue this journey. 
 
We acknowledge that Yarrow Place developed their ‘position’ and marketing approach 
through the shared responsibility with the young people who will be targeted in the 
campaign. In one sense this is a sharing of power, the mobilisation of power from the 
organisation to the individuals/groups. We continue to consider the implications of this – 
what are the images/messages being portrayed? Do they uphold ethical and respectful 
relationships and practices? Yet taking another look at the VAW campaign – is taking a 
crime prevention approach more/less effective? 
 
The next step for the prevention team in this research is to test these assertions. This will 
involve replicating identified components of the VAW evaluation study to test the 
relevance, appeal and perspectives evoked by the posters, as well as considering young 
peoples experiences of the “voice” of the posters and the messages conveyed by these 
voices. In addition, the research will test young women’s experience of the posters – which 
of the two supports greater sense of safety, or their preference for the types of sexual 
relationships that they would want. 
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